
25 July 2024 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

From:  , Historian, Research Division, Indo-Pacific (IP) 

Directorate, Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 

To: The Bell Family, Headquarters Marine Corps Casualty Section, and IP Directorate, 

DPAA, and Outreach and Communications Directorate, DPAA 

Subj:   Discovery of Billy Weldon Bell’s Identification Tag at Iwo Jima 

In April 2024, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) sent an investigation 

team to Iwo Jima to collect Japanese records and investigate leads associated with the invasion 

beaches and cemeteries.  A Commander from the Japan Maritime Self Defense Force, 

, explained through a translator, that an American identification tag (Figure 

1) was found near an American Sherman tank (Figure 2 and Figure 3).   expressed a

desire to return the identification tag to the Service Member’s family.  DPAA historian

 photographed the tag and agreed that she would follow up with 

to provide more information about the Service Member so he might return the identification tag

to the Service Member’s family.  To DPAA’s knowledge  is still in possession of the

identification tag.1

1 DPAA Lead Number: WII-JP-24377 

Location Number: LN-94916 (54RWN3117640284 MGRS) 

Incident Number: WII-00421-J 

Mission Number: 24-1JP 
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name or the service number.  However, the USMC Casualty Card Index, which indicated that 

Bill Weldon Bell had been Wounded in Action while serving with E Company, 2nd Battalion, 

23rd Marines, 4th Marine Division, on 28 February 1945.3  Additional muster rolls for 

April 1945 place Mr. Bell back in U.S. Naval Hospitals in California convalescing from his 

wounds.”4  According to his obituary, Mr. Bell passed away at age 95, on 31 May 2021 

(Figure 5).5    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 Billy Weldon Bell, in the Web: Y.S., Marine Corps Casualty Indexes, 1940-1958, accessed from ancestry.com on 

24 July 2024 from, ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/5920:70837?_phcmd=u(%27https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Billy+Weldon_Bell&count=50

&keyword=990830&name_x=1_1&successSource=Search&queryId=b94deff7-3fca-4f91-a884-

2b942c655e26%27,%27successSource%27), which cites, usmcu.edu/Research/Marine-Corps-History-

Division/Research-Tools-Facts-and-Figures/Casualty-Card-Database/. 
4U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1893-1958, Microfilm Publication T977, Roll 0957, PDF page 85, 86, 98; 

document pages 1129, 1130, 1142; NAID: 992159, Records of the U.S. Marine Corps, Record Group (RG) 127, 

National Archives in Washington, D.C., from Ancestry.com, U.S., Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1892 [database 

on-line] Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
5 Obituary for Bill Bell, Sr., Corpus Christi Caller-Times, 2 June 2021, accessed 24 July 2024 from, 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/752631062/?focus=0.6526239%2C0.08030634%2C0.9705948%2C0.4769164

&xid=3355&_gl=1%2a7zdfrm%2a_gcl_au%2aMTEwNTcyODM2NC4xNzIwMDI2MTY0%2a_ga%2aNjMzNjAz

NTYyLjE3MjAwMjYxNjU.%2a_ga_4QT8FMEX30%2aMWQxM2M4ODEtYmViOC00NTUxLTlmZDAtYWYx

MjUwNWZkMTUwLjUuMS4xNzIxODUzNzY0LjYwLjAuMA..%2a_ga_LMK6K2LSJH%2aMWQxM2M4ODEt

YmViOC00NTUxLTlmZDAtYWYxMjUwNWZkMTUwLjUuMS4xNzIxODUzNzY0LjAuMC4w. 
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 The location where Mr. Bell’s identification tag was found could have been useful in 

pinpointing the location of E Company, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marines, 4th Marine Division on 

28 February 1945.  This information could have served as a starting point to search for any 

Service Members still unaccounted-for from the unit.  However, Mr. Bell’s identification tag was 

found one mile west of where the 4th Marine Division fought on 28 February 1945.  Though it is 

possible that Mr. Bell’s identification tag was lost prior to the date he was wounded or behind the 

front lines.  Nevertheless, according to DPAA’s records, there are no Service Members who were 

part of the 23rd Marines missing from 28 February 1945, nor 27 February or 1 March.  In fact, 

all unresolved Service Members missing from the 23rd Marines were lost on 19 or 20 February 

and no unresolved American Service Members are missing from 28 February 1945.  Given this 

information, DPAA is proud to help return the identification tag of Mr. Bell to his next-of-kin, 

but no further leads have been derived from the discovery of his identification tag at Iwo Jima.  

At this time, no further action is recommended for this lead, in terms or research or field 

investigation.  

 

To protect the Bell family’s privacy, DPAA should reach out to the U.S. Marine Corps 

Service Casualty Office to contact Mr. Bell’s family and inform them of the situation, and to see 

if they are favorable of DPAA sharing  information with Japanese authorities at 

Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare, and Japan Self Defense Forces, who will help 

return the identification tag to them.  
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